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DACA (Original Doll Artists Council of America) has long celebrated
the art of the doll. ODACA, along with NIADA (National Institute of
American Doll Artists) and DABIDA (Durch and Belgian Instirute of Deoll
Artists) has I.lp]l::]d the mark of excellence in the art doll world. For many doll
artists, ODACA is an organization theyd like ro be affiliated with, and eagerly
seck the constructive eriticism and thoughtful advice from its celebrated and
knowledgeable members,

While the admission process for the other organizations may vary, membership
to ODACA requires passing three separate stages. First, a candidate submits digital
photos of their work, which are then reviewed, evaluated, and scored by a panel
of existing members. Candidates who advance to the second round are asked ro
digirally document the creation of one doll, allowing the panel to see their armature
construction, costuming techniques, and overall creative process. Finally, if their
work shows promise and has arrined the level of excellence required, the candidate
i5 then askﬂ:lm meet d'l:panc] nf]udgsmpmmna:dgg nual ODACA Day




Janer Bodin first dis

late 1990s. Complerel
knew that creating art dolls was whart she wanted to do, anc
' hat g art doll har sk 1 o d |
she set out to learn everything she could abour doll making.

Inspiration comes from many places says this Houston

aptivated by what she saw, Janet

native: A poem, a song lyric, a color, an expression on someone’s
face.” Her interest in sewing and embroidery began in childhood
“As an adult, my interests expanded into the areas of fabric
dyeing and painting, needlework, 1‘.14_".1-'.{'L|'|'r_:. ﬁ_'ll:il'q:r,. and silk
t-l.L':l‘l.:ll e Anet. IIT 'L'['li‘l:l:'a' i] lEi]r}J-:}r;LI! i.l'l_!:r' ‘h{'."il.' "."a'"if NS E“'Jf.'r Alls
i.||.|.';|' ['ll}" ilgl.] it .IT'L' h".'ll.ll':‘t LI r".".‘F.I..

Mo doubt spending time living in Mexico Ciry and
Rome broadened her awareness of color and texture as she
uses these creatively in her work. Janer began creating her
uI'Lir.'ll.JL' dolls in 1998 and her work continues to evolve, from
finely-detailed dolls, to her larest organically shaped “column
dolls,” (featured in this issue) each with its own message. An
ODACA member since 2008, Janet continues to exhibit her
art dolls in the Houston area and her work has appeared in
numerous doll-related publications.
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fiber art in the human form. The possibilities of color and
e e 1h:|.| 'i'.r{:lrl'i.i['lg ".'l.'i[l'l tli h'l.,'r I,'.l ri'fl'l.ri.l:_lf_'ﬁ ang r._‘r'||;1||.':;:.5-:,“ ‘I_.h-l_'
process of making these figures is alw citing to her; she

says, "It is always new and a journey into self-discovery.

Once Upon
by Janet Bodin

artdollquarterly.com | ART |]'(._Jl|]




by Sarah Maldanade
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As a child, Sarah Moldanado taught herself the art of fine
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“Although my love of science and medicine was what shaped
my career in research and healthcare, it was costume, fabric, and
fashion thar were enduring interests and sources of inspiration.”
.'1'|fll::r |{'i|."¢'i.]|f.t: |||.L' |:'|'L';E]|||.l'.|.||.'L' i]lLll]:‘Mtf:'-'.. "i]'ll.' fL'L,lihl,,'ifl'n.'l;'I'l;_'i_i [I"II;_' i(]}'
c:r'qrq:l:mg with her hands, “On a whim [ ook a class in p-;;nn;_-.:_-l;g:iu
doll making and was hooked.” She explains, “I made reproduction
LE.'?”"'\-.. |':l|..||.|'|: r'l'l.l:l':.ili.'rl:'l i.'ll'lli.[ it]“iﬁ.lll':.'.. f.:!-[ "'\-L"'."L']..Il Ydls. -J.]”h I.LE.J.'I-"'Q." me
some insight into the joys and pitfalls of working with porcelain.
Sculpring the human figure and creating molds required mastering
new skills. I am mostly self-taught through books, trial and error,
.II'Hl E'I'I.]ill.ji['ll:.._" M1 ‘il:lf'l itll.(l lCL'I"Ir'IiI.'II.[L':\- E[L'Itl'.'l"l:l'll".]:'-' "il:'lul.'l'l.'l:'. |'l:'¢ [;'lll:_'r'l[li_";,[
doll artists 1n ".'.'|1rl-:~:]1n|:~: and seminars, | continue to use r.u,]|';_'q_-|;ﬁ|1
as my medium, despite its intricacy, because of how it takes paint
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Rose
by Sarah Maldanado

To date, all of Sarah’s exquisite dolls are adult women
di.'r.-in;.'[[n;: many |:|::riur.l:-. in hi:‘u:-r}' and varnous cultures |:|1|'|,||,1:_;|:|
accurate representation of costume and ethnic dress. "It is my
intention that the dolls evoke a sense of elegance, intelligence,
dignirty, and serenity.” Sarah’s creations do exhibit a grear sense of
grace, a quality sought after by many collectors of her work.

wandwork has served her well,

Her early years honing her ine
Sarah says, “Each creation teaches something new, and every doll
challenges me to be a better sculpror, a more realistic painter,

cobbler, milliner, costume r.[r.'.xi;_r_n-.'l. hairdresser, and ul:ginuur!" —
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Although Barbara Schoenoff received her master’s degree in costume design
years ago, she continues making her mark using her great talents. Barbara
warks primarily with fabric because of her love of cloth, and also finds
working with it deeply satisfying. She acrually started making dolls ac a very
young age, and readily admirs o appreciating all forms of doll making, “from
the simple 1o the complex, the primitive to the sophisticated.”

During her Inng and very impressive career as a costume designer, Barbara
designed well over 100 plays including such titles as “A Christmas Carol” and
“A Midsummer Night's Dream.” While Barbara sull keeps busy designing,
nowadays, she travels frequenty to teach ar various art conventions such as
Artistic Figures in Cloth and Clay, and is sought after by private doll clubs for
her extensive knowledge of doll making and her greae skills ar pacternmaking,

Barbara says, “Doll making is kind of the opera of the art world. Where
opera includes all the performing and supportive arts of theater, doll

~miaking does the same with art and craft. Every technique is employed in
doll making so there is no limit to expression. There is also no chance for
boredom, just as you tire of onc element, it’s time to do the hair or make a
cane or create a sceprer. A single project can include in-depth research and
spontaneous inspiration!”

In the next issue of Are Doll Quarterly, I'll share more of the arusery and
inspirations of Original Doll Artists Council of America’s wondertul artises, €

Lilfian Alberti is a juried member of ODACA. You can see more of ber work on her webiite ar a-lil-
whimsy.com and wtch her doll smaling pracess ar ber blog, cortagehill. wordpress.com.
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Lucinda on Her Trapeze by
Barbara Schoenaff
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