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Even miniatures deserve W Celebrate autumn with this
(% fantastic scarecrow figure
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Lillian Alberti helps us celebrate spring
with this literary inspired shadow box...

The Secret gwcfmb

The Secret Garden has always been one of my favourite stories.

This wonderful novel written by Frances Hodgson Burnet, tells
the tale of orphoned Mary Lennox, sent 1o live in Yorkshire

with her uncle in his gloomy manor. While there, Mary not only
discovers a reclusive cousin and a friendly garden hand, but
iogether, along with a determined litle robin, they unearth a
magical hidden garden,

| choose not to highlight any paricular scéne in the book but
just fo capture Mary, along with Colin and Dickon, enjoying the
splendour of the garden and their woodland Iriends. | wasnt sure
exacily how | wanted to depict the scene so | thought layering the
landscaping would be a good stan. | kept the areas outside the
walled garden somewhal sparse and bare as all the lushness and
life 1akes place magically within the gargen walls.

Following the three basic rules: scale, perspective, and depth, |
quickly got started on my new shadow box profect:

Scale: While the inside of the shadow box measures 5" x 7°
[127mm x 178mm] | sculpted Mary af a mere 27 (50mmi) | felt that
this scale would emphasise the fact that the secret garden was
much larger to her: it has brought her and her newlound friends
much love, joy and freedom!

Perspective: By placing Mary, her furry friends and the free

in the foreground, | tried to draw the viewer's eye 1o what lies

beyond thern. In the for distance: a glimpse of the manor house
can be seen as well as the Yorkshire couniry side. Just behind
Mary, Colin and Dickon are seen exploring the secret gorden's
fauna and flora

Third, and finally depth: The scene extends further by keeping
the landscape flowing on all the connecting interior walls of the
shadow box, making sure that the brick wall merges at all points,
and ‘blurring” all the lines of demarcafion.




Painting the scene

Uouw woilk need:

£ & %107 1203mm x 254mm
o Shemcory Bax

& Wood primer

£ Alena's crafl glue or similar
product

#fy Creative Poper clay or paper
chay of cholce

44 72 gouge uncooted floral wire
# Ashlond mass or similar produd
iy Red feh

4% Small remnants of printed
Tabric for dress

#fy Assored point brushes
o Fou hair
Assorted craft paints including:
# 2-3 shades of green
£ Brown

£ Light biue

£ Whise

£y Orange

£ Yellow

+ Red

£ Flesh colour

Step 5

| painted a brick wall highlighting only @ few “bricks’ to show some
inmderesting confrast, then created an arch over the enfrance and

loyered a few creeping vines.

Slep 1

I ahways recommend coafting the inside of the box
with prirer, moking sure to seal all crevices.

A second coatl is necessary if the wood is

heavily skrioted.

Step 3
| laid down my basic kandscape theme of skoping
hills and opplied two coatls of each shade of green

o
=

Step 6

Step 2

| pointed the “sky’ with two coats of the light
blue and added clouds using a quick dabbing
micdion,

Step 4

1 added Ihe sun and pointed a path blended
inta the green to avaid any obvicus lines

of demarcation.

Hhen odded o few smaller, sporse frees
receding into the background o emphosise the
dreariness of the world caulside the garden walls,

After painting the garden gate, | painted frees in the background
and the manor house peeking out from above the frees on the lefl,

Mexd, using my eccent colours, | added small shrubs and flowers

15 desired.

Wilh a fine tipped brush ond using a quick brushstroke aclicn, |
painted several ‘clumps’ of grass scaftered about the landscape and
repeated the some using o second choice of green,

Finally, | kghthy opplied o shading effect with wolered down block
paint o oll the elements.

veovesdolishouseandminiaturescens, co.uk



Step 7 Step 8

Using the wire, | crafted o simple free armature with several limbs Mext came layering the aluminium feil with paper clay making

and wrapped it wilh aluménivrm foil. sure to spread an even, thin loyer over ench of the limbs. Allow
appropriate fime 1o dry between loyers.

Step 9

The free, now thorcughly dry, is pointed with

contrast and subtle shading. SI'E'F} ] STEI'J 2

o ) For Mary Lennax, | cregted a small and Lising small remnant fabrics, | selecled

simple wire armature and coverad if with a check for her dress and | fashioned o
Creatve Paper moking sure 1o leave The liry berel for her Fead,
leq and arm wires exposed | also used a small piece of red imitation
I coated the wire limbs wilh glue and hair for her wig.

later paper clay fo offer a smooth And, though the lace was very finy, the
surface Ihot will eventually be painted. facinl details were carefully painled.

The finished fown

Step 3 Step 4

After cutting the red check info smaller ['wiznt on fo creale a finy and | H ] d b {1
workoble strips, | fashioned a iny dress rudirnentory wire armaiure for the fown o Tl s | R

by simply gluing the pieces direclly onfo he ond coverad i with Creolive Poper, :

chay body. Fgain, making sure o leave the leg

Likewise, the sleeves were glued right onto wires expased, covering them with glue

the upper seclion of the wire arms, and kler painted tham.

Tha arms and legs were painted a fiesh
colour and, finally, the socks and shoes
were pinted




The finished rabbil, =

Step 5 Step 6 ' | RO
| repeated the same for And again for the foxgloves
the rabbil, and tulips.

I fimish painting the: final details... Colin and Dickon.

My Secrel Ganden Shodow Box projecd is completed!

Information

Lillian Albei lives in the United States wherne she creates full scale QOAK art dolls and
shadow boxes. She is o member of ODACA (Original Doll Arisis Council of Americal and
AN [Association of Miniatyre Arists [mon-typical formial)

You con see mane of her work on her website; weaw a-lil-whimsy corm and read about

| then ploce my cast of charackers in their ploces: Mary, the ker doll making process at her blog: hitp:/fcottogehillwordpress.comy/

frea and fhe rest

Join us at Cranmore Park on

MiInIatura® oo

and every Spring and Autumn at the

The Show Where The MN.E.C. Birmingham.

R Tel. 0121 783 9922
Mlﬂlﬂtut& Wﬂrld MEEtS! www.miniatura.co.uk & Facebook
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